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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Medomsley  Road, 
Consett, 

Co.  Durham. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  vital 
statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  area  for  the  year  1952. 

On  the  whole  it  has  been  a very  satisfactory  year  with  a reduction 
in  the  total  number  of  deaths,  infant  deaths,  still  births,  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis.  The  existing  services  in  the  area  were  maintained  and  a 
B.C.G.  Scheme  for  the  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  of  selected 
susceptible  contacts  was  introduced.  T have  included  for  the  sake  of 
completeness  short  accounts  of  medical  services  administered  by  other 
authorities. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  reminding  us  of  the  ever  present 
possibility  of  the  return  of  epidemics  of  this  disease  if  we  neglect  to  keep 
up  the  level  of  immunity  in  the  child  population.  A small  epidemic  of 
Measles  occurred  and  caused  the  death  of  one  infant.  One  unfortunate 
aspect  of  our  services  which  is  bemg  constantly  brought  to  my  notice  is 
the  lack  of  hostel  accommodation  for  old  people. 

There  has  been,  during  the  year,  an  increasing  liaison  both  with  the 
General  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Hospital  Authorities  and  I wish 
to  record  my  appreciation  of  their  ready  co-operation. 

Finally,  I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  encourage- 
ment and  support,  ami  the  Staff  for  their  constant  assistance. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

\'ours  faithfully, 

Stanley  Ludkin, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (Acres)  ... 

Population  (Estimated) 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  children  : — 

Under  5 years  ... 

5-14  years 

Marriages  in  the  Area  during  1952  

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  

(i)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’  Homes 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Aged  Persons’  Homes 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  houses 

(iv)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined 

(v)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops 

(vi)  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  under  Demolition  Orders 

(vii)  Estimated  number  of  S\ib-standard  Houses 

Rateable  Value  (1952-53) 

(i)  Estimated  ... 

(ii)  Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1952-53)  (Estimated) 


10,200 

38,840 


3,448 
fi,073 
427 
I 1,141 
50 
181 
2,017 
208 
I 17 
I 

452 


£180,1  10 
£092 


APPROXIMATE  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

(i) 

Mining  ... 

4,140 

71 

4,217 

(ii) 

Brickmaking  ... 

526 

58 

584 

(iii) 

Chemicals 

369 

10 

379 

(iv) 

Metal  Manufacture 

4,772 

378 

5,150 

(V) 

Building,  etc.  ... 

1,463 

9 

1,472 

(vi) 

Transport 

561 

130 

697 

(vii) 

Distribution  ... 

317 

442 

7.59 

(viii) 

Professional  Services  . . . 

257 

804  (includes 
hospital 
domestic 
staff) 

1,121 

Totals 

12,41 1 

1,968 

14,379 

UNEMPLOYED  AND  DISABLED 


(i) 

Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at 
the  end  of  19.52 

Males. 

85 

Females. 

61 

Totals. 

146 

(ii) 

Pei’sons  registered  as  Disaliled 

743 

32 

775 

(iii) 

Regi.stered  Disabled  who  were  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
31.12.52  

4 

4 

(iv) 

Disabled  persons  trained  ... 

— 

— 

1 

(V) 

No.  of  persons  who  have  had  special 
rehabilitation  duT'ing  1952 

(vi) 

No.  of  T.B.  ])ersons  who  have  had 
special  rehalrilitation  during  1952 

_ 

_ 

I 

(vii) 

Tuberculosis  pei-sons  re-trained 
during  1952 

_ 

_ 

(viii) 

No.  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  ... 

— 

— 

55 

(ix) 

No.  of  Partially  Sighted  Pei’.sons  ... 

— 

— 

10 

4 


COMPARATIVE  RATES 


No.  of  li\  e births  per  1,000  popu- 

I'lngland 

and 

Wales. 

Durham 

County. 

160 

Smaller 

Towns. 

tlonsetl. 

lation  ... 

No.  of  still  births  per  1,000  popu- 

15.3 

17.3 

15.5 

16.6 

lation  ... 

No.  of  maternal  deaths  per  1,000 

0.35 

0.45 

0.36 

0.33 

live  and  still  births  ... 

No.  of  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

0.72 

1.06 

— 

1.5 

live  births 

27.6* 

33.00 

25.8 

26.27 

No.  of  deaths  per  1,000  population 
No.  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  per 

1 1.3 

10.9 

11.2 

10.9 

1 ,000  population 

No.  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.25 

deaths  per  1,000  population 
No.  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  per  1,000  popu- 

0.25 

0.25 

lation  ... 

— 

0.03 

— ■ 

— 

The  standardised  birtii  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e.,  rates  oalculated 
in  such  a way  that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the 
population  were  Ih.!)  and  12.2  respectively. 


* Related  Live  Births. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  SINCE  THE  CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE  PRESENT  URBAN  AREA 


I) 


nsv  l‘H3e  i‘l1o  iq^l  1^4^.  i94i  1^44  1445  1444,  1446  1444  |<}S|  1452, 


DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(See  Appendix  A) 


BIRTHS 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

325 

307 

032 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 1 

4 

15 

1’otals 

33fi 

31 1 

047 

(b)  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 1 

2 

13 

Illegitimate  ... 

. . . 

— 

'I'otals 

11 

2 

13 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1 ,000 
population 

0.54 

0.43 

0.60 

0.40 

0.38 

0.33 

No.  of  Live  and  Still  Births 
per  1,000  population 

21.5 

19.4 

18.3 

17.9 

17.2 

10.9 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 
Live  and  Still  Births 

25.0 

22.8 

35.4 

25.0 

22.2 

19.7 

During  the  year  there  were  13  still  births  as  compared  with  15  last 
year. 

DEATHS 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Deaths  during  year 

230 

197 

427 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

(a)  Infant  Deaths 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  26.27  (17  deaths)  as 
compared  with  34.9  (23  deaths)  in  the  previous  year — 10  of  the  17  deaths 
occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life.  I am  convinced  that  education  in 
mothercraft  could  be  beneficially  introduced  in  the  form  of  a short  series 
of  lectures  to  girls  of  15,  just  before  leaving  school.  While  stimulating 
their  interest  they  could  also  be  told  and  by  visits  see  for  themselves  the 
free  facilities  offered  in  the  Area  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  all 
of  which  should  help  to  reduce  the  risks  of  premature  and  abnormal 
births  and  give  young  mothers  more  confidence  in  the  care  of  theii’ 
infants  after  birth. 
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INFANT  DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS  SINCE  1937 


During  t.lie  year  there  were  the  following  deaths  under  one  year  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Llv 

Legitimate... 

1 1 

5 

Iti 

Births. 

24.73 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1..54 

Totals. . . 

12 

.5 

17 

26.27 

I<I37  |<?3e  I<^3a  1*140  M1-I  1443  14^4  *445'  I44fc  <447  »440  <944  l4So  iqyi  1453. 


(Id 

Deaths  (General)  Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1. 

.A.LL  r.AUvSES  

f'ardio  vascular  : — 

(a)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

230 

197 

427 

system 

32 

37 

09 

(b)  Coronarv  disease,  angina 

31 

22 

53 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

7 

10 

(d)  Other  heart  diseases 

27 

43 

7(1 

(e)  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

9 

6 

1.') 

2 

Totals 

Chest  Diseases — 

108 

11.') 

223 

(a)  Pneumonia 

13 

4 

17 

(b)  Bronchitis 

9 

0 

1.5 

(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

:h 

Total 

(^ancer  ; — 

24 

u 

35 

(a)  Malignant  Neopla.sm,  stomach 
(h)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung. 

3 

3 

0 

bronchus  ... 

1 1 

1 

12 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(i 

8 

(d)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

(e)  (Ither  Malignant  and  hym- 

' 

3 

3 

phatic  Neoplasms 

24 

17 

41 

Totals 

38 

30 

68 

4. 

Tuberculosis — all  forms 

8 

2 

10 

5. 

[nfluenza 



— 

— 

6. 

Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

2 

— 

2 

7. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

s. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Di.seases 

3 

1 

4 

10. 

Leukaemia.  Aleukaemia  ... 



— 

— 

] 1. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

12. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

•> 

13. 

Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

14. 

Nephritis  and  Ne]5hrosis  ... 

3 

1 

4 

1.^). 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Ifi. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

;■) 

1 

(5 

17. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19 

24 

43 

18. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidenfs  ... 

0 

3 

5 

19. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

9 

4 

13 

20. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

21. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  M’ar 

1 



1 

22. 

Acute  Poliomvelitis 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

.Measles 

— 

1 

1 

24. 

Pregnancy.  Childbirth  & .Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System,  Cancer,  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  in  that  order.  The  first  two 
still  remain  a great  challenge  to  medical  science  and  preventive  medicine. 
Heart  disease,  notably  Coronary  Thrombosis — of  which  there  were  53 
deaths — is  assuming  greater  importance  year  by  year. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Districts  of  Consett  and  Stanley  Urban 
and  Lanchester  Rural  and  Area  Medical  Officer  : 

S.  LuDKIN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

H.  Walton,  m.s.i.a.,  m.inst.b.a.,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

W.  Telford,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors. 

T.  E.  Hodgson,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 

Meat  and  Food  Inspectors. 

Shops  Inspector  : 

R.  P.  JOPE. 

Rodent  Officer  : 

S.  Robinson. 

Clerical  Staff  : 

Miss  P.  E.  Barrow,  Mr.  W.  A.  Roberts,  Mrs.  E.  Winter. 


2.  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Newcastle,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Norton. 

All  specimens  for  animal  inoculation  are  sent  to  the  laboratory 
attached  to  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

This  year  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  have  been 
used  to  a much  greater  extent  by  the  General  Practitioners  than  previously. 
The  number  of  specimens  sent  for  examination  during  the  past  five  years 
being  ; — 


Specimens 

Year.  Submitted.  Positive. 

1947  Ill  :{2 

1948  .54  IS 

1949  71  14 

1950  99  .35 

1951  64  22 

1952  431  83 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the 
Health  Department  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area  for  exami- 
nation during  the  year. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations 


Number  of 

1 

1 

Specimens 

I’ositive  1 

Submitted 

Faeces  : 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

(b)  Dysentery  ... 

► 

IH:t 

42 

(c)  Food  Poisoning 

(d)  Other  Organisms  ...  ...  ^ 

1 Swabs  (Throat,  Nasiil  and  Ear)  : 

(a)  Diphtheria... 

1 1 

— 

(b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci  .. . 

1 

1 

(c)  Other  Organisms  ... 

4 

1 

! Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Chest  Clinics  ...  

l!)« 

Mi 

(b)  Other  Medical  Services 

1 1 

3 

Miscellaneous 

25 

— 

Totals 

i 

4.tl 

S3 

41  Water  and  91  Ice  Cream  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


3.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  Nursing  Associations  in  the  District,  now  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association,  undertake  to  carry  out  this  service  on  an  agency 
agreement  with  the  County  Health  Committee.  It  is,  however,  the 
intention  of  the  County  Council  to  take  over  the  entire  service  towards 
the  end  of  1953. 

While  the  District  Committees  are  still  in  existence  most  have  for- 
\s  arded  their  store  of  nursing  requisites  to  the  central  store  at  Durham. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  all  District 
Nursing  Associations  in  the  Area  ; — 


Cases. 

Visits. 

Midwiferv 

1 

16 

Maternity 

3 

39 

General,  including  Medical  and  Surgical  ... 

449 

18,256 

.A.nte-Natal 

— 

16 

Post-Natal 

— 



Casual 

— 

214 

Clinics 

— 

— 

Totals 

453 

18,541 

The  Staffs  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  are  as  follows  ; 

Consett  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .5  General  Nurses. 

Shotley  Bridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 General  Nurse. 

Shotley  Bridge  and  Erlmundbyers  ...  1 do. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8 County  Midwives  live  and  operate  in 
this  District.  Midwifery  and  Maternity  cases  are  attended  for  fourteen 
days. 
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The  lollowiiig  is  u suinmaj’y  of  work  carried  out  by  the  above  (k^unty 
Midwives  : 


(yasos. 

V'isits. 

Maternitv 

38 

.532 

Midwih'ry 

338 

4,732 

Totals 

37t) 

5,264 

4.  County  Clinics 

(a)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  on  alternate  Friday 
mornings. 

(b)  Ante-Natal 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Maternity  and  Chjcd  Welfare  Centre,  Wetherall  House,  Medo.ms- 
LEY  Road,  Consett — Tuesdays  weekly. 

St.  Andrew’s  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  Blaokhill — Alternate 
Thursday  afternoons. 


(c)  Post-Natal 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  on  alternate  Friday 
mornings. 

(d)  Child  Welfare 

Clmics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  M^etherall  House,  Medo.m- 
SLEY  Road,  Consett — Alternate  Wednesdays,  Friday  afternoons 
weekly,  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

St.  Andrew’s  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  Blackhill — Alternate 
Thursday  mornings. 


(e)  Chest 

Clinics  for  the  above  speciality  are  held  in  the  Chest  Clinic,  1 1 , East 
Parade,  Consett,  on  Wednesdays  weekly. 

(f)  Artificial  Sunlight 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  on  Tuesday  after- 
noons weekly,  and  Thursday  afternoons  weekly. 

(g)  Immunisation 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  at  : — 

(i)  MateriiitN  and  (!hild  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  Area,  and 

(ii)  By  Ceneral  I’raet  it  ioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents. 
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(li)  Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  at  follows  : 

Ni'wcrtstli'  CoiR'ial  Hospital.  W'estgatc  Hoad,  Nevvcastlo-oii-Tyiie. 
^Tl>U's  and  Females  : 

Monday  to  Friday  : it-IU)  a.m.  to  12  noon  ; 2 p.m.  to  7 p.in. 
Saturday  : !t-30  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Sunday  (lilmergoncy  oidy)  : 11  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Uurliam  ('ounty  Hospital  ; — 

Females  : Monday  2-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Thursday  2-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Males  ; .Monday  4-30  p.m.  to  5-15  p.m. 

Thursday  4-30  p.m.  to  5-15  p.m. 


5.  Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service,  provided  by  the  County  Council,  has  been  used  even 
more  extensively  during  the  year  than  previously.  The  object  of  the 
service  is  to  provide  domestic  help  for  households  “ where  such  help  is 
required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an 
expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  com- 
pulsory school  age.”  The  following  are  examples  of  circumstances  in 
w'hich  a domestic  help  may  be  provided  : — 

(a)  Confinement  and  lying-in. 

(b)  Where  the  housewife  is  sick  or  must  have  an  operation. 

(c)  Where  there  are  elderly  people  living  alone  who  are  infirm  or 

fall  ill. 

(d)  Where  several  members  of  the  family  are  ill  at  the  same  time. 

(e)  Where  there  is  a mentally  defective  child  in  the  home  who 

requires  care  and  attention. 

The  service  cannot  provide  a twenty-four  hour  one  for  bedridden 
invalids  nor  are  Home  Helps  sick  visitors  ; they  are  experienced  house- 
w Ives  who  can  cook,  wash  and  clean,  and  who  can  only  stay  in  the  house 
just  as  long  as  it  takes  them  to  get  through  the  necessary  work. 

Charges  are  made,  the  amount  depending  on  the  income  of  the 
household,  but  these  are  extremely  generous. 

The  service,  in  my  opinion,  meets  an  outstanding  need,  but  if  abused 
— and  cases  of  abuse  occasionally  occiu’ — this  valuable  but  expensive 
amenity  will  easily  be  destroyed. 

A large  proportion  using  the  service  are  the  old  people,  and  this 
provision  together  with  the  provision  of  home  nursing,  supplemented 
by  the  efforts  of  voluntary  Aged  Persons  Welfare  Committees  is  prevent- 
ing them  from  suffering  unnecessarily  and,  at  the  same  time,  does  a great 
deal  to  relieve  pressure  on  hospital  beds.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  im- 
portant to  remember  that  one  of  the  principal  functions  of  the  home 
help  service  is  to  cover  the  temporary  emergencj’^  and  some  sort  of  system 
of  priority  may  often  be  necessary  to  secure  that  these  emergency  calls 
are  met.  In  fact,  because  of  the  continuing  demand  for  this  service,  there 
is  now  a growing  waiting  list. 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1952,  150  cases  in  this  district  were 
being  served  by  a home  help.  There  were  180  new  cases  during  the  year, 
of  which  69  were  aged  people,  2 Tuberculosis  cases,  18  maternity  cases, 
the  remainder  being  cases  of  illness  or  accident,  making  a total  of  330 
househohls  being  provided  with  the  services  of  a home  helj). 
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6.  County  Ambulance  Service 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Depot 
situated  at  Villa  Real,  Consett.  The  establishment  of  personnel  and 
vehicles  at  this  depot  is  as  follows  : 

Driver-attendants  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  depot  comes  within  the  area  served  by  the  Consett  Ambulance 
Control  which  has  a staff  of  four  clerk-telephonists  who  maintain  a 24- 
hour  service. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  in  the 
Consett  Area  during  the  year  1952  : 


Journeys 

Undertaken. 

Cases  Carried. 

Miles 
Covered . 

Stretcher. 

Sitting. 

Total. 

.3,75.5 

2,292 

12,249 

14,541 

111,965 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  conveyance  of  cases  actually  resident  in 
the  Urban  District  is  not  restricted  to  the  Consett  Depot  but  is  undertaken 
by  the  unit  which  is  most  convenient  at  any  given  time. 

All  requests  for  ambulances  are  made  to  the  Consett  Ambulance 
Control  (Telephone  No.  Consett  411). 

7.  Hospital  Services 

(Under  the  control  of  the  North-West  Durham  Hospital  Management 
Committee)  : 

Maiden  Law  Hospital 

During  the  year  under  review  infectious  disease  patients  continued 
to  be  hospitalised  in  this  hospital.  While  24  beds  are  also  used  by  the 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Unit,  an  increasing  number  of  the  remaining  beds 
are  being  used  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Lee  Hill  Hospital 

This  hospital,  with  a complement  of  307  beds  (245  under  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  62  under  Local  Health  Authority  for  Part 
III  cases  needing  care  and  attention)  and  a Medical  Out-patients’  Depart- 
ment, deals  with  Chronic  Sick  and  includes  a section  for  Orthopaedic 
Tuberculosis  cases. 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows  : 


Orthopaedic 

25 

Mental 

44 

Chronic  Sick 

176 

Part  III  Accommodation 

62 

Shotley  Bridge  Hospital 

An  increasing  number  of  cases  in  the  area  are  now  draining  to  the 
Shotley  Bridge  Group  of  hospitals  for  out-patient  and  in-patient  treat- 
ment instead  of  to  Newcastle  as  in  the  past.  The  557  beds  are  allocated 
to  the  following  specialities  : 
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(Iciiornl  Medicine...  ...  ...  ■■■  '-'.S 

Snreerx  ...  ...  ...  •••  I 

Orthopaedics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ihi 

( iyuaccolog.\  ...  ...  •••  ■■■ 

Thoracic  Snrgcrx  ...  ...  ...  . ..  I oh 

Plastic  Snrg('ry  ...  ...  ...  ...  +1 

Paediatrics  ...  ...  ...  ...  -<i 

Kadiotherapy  ...  ...  ...  ...  oil 


Richard  Murray  Hospital 

There  are  30  Obstetric  beds  (one  private)  at  this  hospital. 

8.  Old  People  and  their  Homes 

The  aged  can  be  very  arbitrarily  divided  into  ; — 

(1)  those  able  to  care  for  themselves  in  their  own  homes, 

(2)  those  needing  accommodation  and  board  because  of  their  in- 

ability to  cope  with  housekeeping,  preparation  of  food, 
shopping,  etc., 

(3)  those  needing  care  and  attention  but  not  nursing  attention,  and 

(4)  those  needing  nursing  attention. 

Most  old  people  progress  steadily  but  at  different  rates  from  stages 
(1)  to  (4),  the  most  dreaded  stage  being  that  when  they  must  be  removed 
from  their  normal  environment  with  the  associated  separation  from 
friends,  relatives  and  interests.  Anything  which  may  delay  this  pro- 
gression is  desirable  and,  incidentally,  more  economical. 

The  ideal  would  be  to  have,  in  or  very  close  to  the  area  where  they 
have  always  lived,  the  following  types  of  accommodation  : 

(i)  small  two-bedroomed  houses  on  the  flat  near  a shopping  and  social  centre; 

(ii)  a Local  Authoi'ity  Hostel  (piovirling  accommodation  and  board)  ; 

(iii)  a Local  Health  .Authority  Hostel  (prox  iding  hoard,  care  and  attention),  and 

(iv)  a hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  with  an  Out-patient  Department,  a Gensetrician 
and  an  attached  Social  Workei-. 

Close  co-operation  between  Local  Authority,  Local  Health  Authority 
and  Hospital  Management  Committee  would  of  course  be  essential  to 
ensure  an  easy  two-way  traffic  between  the  various  types  of  accommoda- 
tion. 


We  have  at  the  moment  231  Old  Persons’  Bungalows,  181  Council 
Houses  and  50  Aged  Miners’  Homes,  while  sometime  in  the  future  a Local 
Health  Authority  Hostel  is  to  be  built  in  the  Consett  Urban  District. 
There  is  an  ever-increasing  demand  for  residential  accommodation  for 
those  needing  care  and  attention  and  this  is  likely  to  increase  even  more 
so  rather  than  diminish  with  the  continuing  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
old  people.  Because  of  this  and  also  because  of  the  proper  use  of  residential 
accommodation  means  a saving  in  houses  and  a lessened  pressure  on 
hospital  beds,  it  will  be  a matter  for  regret  if  the  service  suffers  on  account 
of  the  present  difficult  situation  in  regard  to  the  building  or  acquisition 
of  premises.  Lee  Hill  Hospital  at  Lanchester,  with  its  quota  of  beds 
and  out-patient  clinic,  is  dealing  with  the  chronic  sick. 

The  whole  idea,  however,  must  be  to  keep  old  people  in  their  own 
homes  as  long  and  as  comfortably  as  possible  and  if  by  the  provision  of 
“ social  props  ” this  object  can  be  achieved  then  these  shoidd  be  provided. 
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9.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

During  the  year,  1,560  inspections  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority’s 
properties,  dwelling  houses,  business  premises  and  agricultural  properties, 
and  where  necessary,  treatments  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice 
were  carried  out.  Details  are  shown  in  Appendix  D. 

Close  relations  have  been  maintained  with  the  representatives  from 
the  Northern  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  a 
three-day  course  of  instruction  arranged  by  them  was  attended  by  your 
Rodent  Officer.  Area  Meetings  have  been  attended  at  which  representa- 
tives from  the  Ministry  and  other  Local  Authorities  were  present. 

It  was  found  necessary  due  to  the  various  increases  in  labour  and 
materials  to  increase  the  charges  for  servicing  business  premises. 

The  usual  maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal 
works  was  carried  out  at  six-monthly  intervals  and  in  197  manholes 
infestations  were  found.  Sewage  works  were  comparatively  free,  only 
minor  infestations  were  found  in  three  cases  and  those  were  soon  cleared. 
For  details  of  work  done  under  this  scheme  see  Appendix  E. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  continued  to  give 
this  Local  Authority  a grant  aid  of  50%  of  all  expenses  incmred  in 
administering  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

10.  Disinfestation 

Thirty-one  houses  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs, 
ear-wigs,  wasps,  black  beetles,  etc. 

11.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year,  three  licences  for  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  were 
issued  and  33  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  these  and  other 
premises. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water 

(a)  Apart  from  8,  all  houses  (approximately  11,190)  are  supplied  by 
the  Durham  County  Water  Board  mains  direct  into  the  houses.  These 
8 rely  on  springs.  There  are  no  stand  pipes  in  the  Area. 

Details  of  Spring  Supplies 


Ward. 

No.  of 

Type  of  Supply. 

Method  of  Distribution 

Houses 

Occu- 

pants 

Pulillc 

Private 

Siiriuf; 

Well 

Carried 

Oravit- 

ation 

Piped 

Pumped 

House 

Service 

Inside 

Out 

Medoinslej’ 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Kliohester  

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Consett  South 

3 

7 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Delves  Lane  ... 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lead^ate 

2 

4 

2 

O 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tot.^ls  

8 

22 

— 

s 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

6 

The  public  water  furnished  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board — 
a pure  upland  surface  water  obtained  from  a moorland  catchment  area — 
has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  With  reser- 
voirs situated  at  Smiddy  Shaw,  Waskerley  Park,  Hisehope,  and  a filtering 
and  chlorinating  station  at  Honey  Hill,  Waskerley,  water  is  then  carried 
considerable  distances  in  its  distribution.  Periodic  shortages  in  certain 
areas  have  been  due  to  bursts  following  ground  subsidence. 

Both  chemical  and  bacteriological  tests  have  been  satisfactory 
during  the  whole  of  the  year. 

There  was  a steady  residual  of  approximately  0.1  p.p.m.  of 
chlorine,  thus  ensuring  an  absolutely  safe  supply. 

(b)  During  the  year  in  connection  with  new  housing  schemes  in  the 
Area,  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  laid  1,480  yards  of  3"  pipe,  221 
yards  of  4"  pipe  together  with  a 12"  pipe  diversion  from  Priestmans 
Avenue  to  Berry  Edge  Road,  a total  length  of  2,305  yards. 

An  emergency  pipe  was  laid  from  Muggleswick  Tunnel  to  the  Hise- 
hope main  to  by-pass  Smiddy  Shaw  Reservoir  when  it  was  very  low 
during  the  summer  months.  This  helped  to  maintain  a supply  to  Consett 
and  the  surrounding  areas. 

(c)  Forty-one  samples  of  water  were  forwarded  to  the  Bacteriologist 
for  examination.  The  results  graded  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Report,  “ The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies, 
1949,”  are  as  follows  — 


I 

1 Grarle  I 

i 

Grade  IT 

Grade  III 

Grade  TV 

Total 

Public  Water  Sn))i)l\-  ; 14 

1 





1.5 

Other  Sources  of  i 

Supply  (Sprii'ir.s,  ; 

Wells,  etc.)  . . ' .'i 

f) 

(; 

12 

26 

Totals  ...|  17 

i; 

(1 

12 

41 

17 


When  well  aiul  .s])T(ng  supplies  were  found  to  he  contaminated  the 
occupiers  were  warned  that  all  water  used  for  cooking  or  drinking  purposes 
should  be  boiled. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewage 

Beyond  sewer  extensions  concerned  with  the  develoj)ment  of  housing 
estates,  no  major  work  connected  with  the  sewage  disposal  works  was 
carried  out  by  the  Engineer  during  the  year.  Appendix  C indicates  the 
number  and  disposition  of  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  Area,  the  number 
of  properties  they  drain,  and  the  estimated  population  concerned.  It 
Avill  be  noted  that  the  Westwood  Sewage  Disposal  Works  designed  to 
provide  for  a population  of  28,700  now  provide  for  29,000,  while  the 
Knitsley  Sewage  Works  originally  designed  to  provide  for  1,500  persons 
(30,000  gallons)  now  provide  for  a population  of  approximately  2,400 
(60,000  gallons). 

3.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

During  the  year,  3 houses  having  privies  weie  converted  into  water- 
closets. 

A survey  was  carried  out  of  all  houses  having  ash-closets  and  privy 
middens  ; the  amended  results  are  as  follows  : — ■ 

Water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.311) 

.\sh-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 


4.  Housing 

(a)  General 


During  the  year,  the  following  Council  houses  were  erected  : — 


Localit>'. 

Two  Bed- 
roomed . 

Three 

Bed- 

I'oomed. 

Four  Bed- 
rooTT.f'd. 

Total. 

Leadgate  ... 

4 

10 

— 

23 

Moorside  ... 

o 

35 

— 

40 

Cutlers  Hall 

— 

18 

1(1 

28 

Ftichard  Muri’av  ... 

— 

D 

5 

Dale  .V\  emu' 

6 

(.A.P.H.) 

— 

— 

6 

Selby  Lodge 

14 

(.4.P.H.) 

14 

2!) 

77 

10 

116 

Twenty  of  the  29  two-bedroomerl  type  houses  were  for  old  age 
persons. 

In  addition,  certificates  of  completion  were  issued  in  relation  to  7 
private  houses  and  5 bungalows  (Hamsterle}^  Mill  Estate — 8,  Iveston — 1, 
kShotley  Bridge  Area — 3).  Offices  at  Medomsley  were  converted  into 
two  flats,  aiifl  a “ closed  ” house  was  reconditioned  at  Leadgate. 

Since  the  war,  a total  of  1,222  houses  has  been  completed  in  the 
district  : 
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I!I4() 

I!t47 

I1I4K 

l!)41l 

I <)r>  I 
1 !tr)2 


Council 

Houses. 

Private. 

58 

10 

238 

16 

268 

29 

195 

12 

134 

13 

109 

12 

116 

12 

1,118 

104 

The  Council’s  very  sound  practice  of  allocating  a percentage  of  new 
houses  and  casual  lettings  to  medical  cases  was  continued  and  in  view 
of  our  concern  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area,  all  of 
this  allocation  was  granted  to  overcrowded  families  or  families  living  in 
insanitary  circumstances,  in  which  one  or  more  persons  was  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis.  Before  making  recommendations  for  these  families, 
flue  regard  was  given  to  famil}^  income  and  rent  payable  foi-  a Council 
house  to  ensure  that  no  financial  hardship  or  deterioration  in  nutritional 
state  would  ensue  following  re-housing. 

Insanitary  Dwellings. — Durmg  the  year  the  following  properties 
were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

No.  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

No.  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room  being  rendered  fit  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  houses  closed  Iry  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  houses  demolished  : — 

(a)  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(c)  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  formal  action 

(Sections  9 and  10,  Housing  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  formal  action 

(Public  Health  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Consett  Iron  Company  Limited  gave  undertakings  not  to  re-let 
91  houses  in  the  Bottle  Bank  Area — 26  have  been  demolished  and  34 
are  awaitmg  demolition.  In  the  Hamsterley  Area,  a similar  agreement 
was  made  with  the  National  Coal  Board  regarding  146  houses  ; 29  of 

these  are  now  vacant. 

Claims  for  Improvement  Grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  can, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  be  entertained  by  Local  Authorities. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  w'orks  originally  was  not  to  exceed 
£600  but  this  was  later  raised  to  £800  in  November,  1952.  The  minimum 
amount  per  dwelling  for  which  such  claims  could  be  made,  originally  £100 
was  also  raised  to  £150.  Consideration  is  being  given  by  the  Council  and 
the  National  Coal  Board  to  the  eligibility  under  this  Act,  of  improving 
32  houses  in  the  Hamsterley  Area. 

Overcrowding. — Eighteen  cases  of  overcrowding  w'ere  relieved 
during  the  year,  5 by  removal  to  Council  properties,  2 by  private  removal 
and  1 b\'  refluction  in  size  of  family.  One  hundred  and  one  persons  w^ere 
involved. 

(b)  Twiddle  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

'I’he  hdlowing  is  a summary  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  : 
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No.  of 
Nuisances 
dealt  with 

by 

Intormal 

Notices. 

No.  of 
Formal 
Notices 
by  order 
of 

Authority. 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
service 
of  Notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Foul  Conditions  ... 

9 

9 

Structural  Defects 

699 

2 

473 

Ovei’crowding 

29 

— 

18 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

3 

— 

3 

Bakehouses 

61 

— 

69 

Slaughterhouses 

0 

— 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

142 

— ■ 

131 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

13 

— 

12 

Water-closets 

35 

— 

34 

House  Drainage  : — 

Other  Faults 

133 

2 

1 1 1 

Water  Sipiply 

13 

— 

19 

Pigsties 

2 

— 

0 

Smoke  Nuisance 

2 

— 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

45 

— 

43 

Totals 

1,092 

4 

910 

(c)  Analysis  of  Inspections,  1952  : 

Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  995 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Housing  Acts  : — Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  108 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ..  ...  535 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  713 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Foul  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  fiO 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Shops  (Section  38,  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Hotels,  Inns  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Piggeries,  Stables,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Tents,  Vans,  Sbeds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Ice  Cream  Retail  Premises .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Ice  Cream  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Fishmongers/Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  262 

Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Food  Manufacturers  (Section  14)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Catering  Rstabli.shments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Cottagers’  Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  846 

.Mi.scellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

W.M.S.A.  Depot 60 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  338 

Storage  of  Petroleum  and  Carbide  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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of  l)aiung<'  l)\  IVsts  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  I,. ’)(>!• 

Shoi)."*  .\ct,  I OaO  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77!t 

Po(p  .\cl  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Total  


5.  Factories 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  visits  were  made  to  factories  in  which 
persons  were  employed.  (See  Appendix  F.) 

Outworkers. — It  is  a duty  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  of  persons 
carrying  out  certain  work  in  their  own  homes  on  behalf  of  a factory — in 
this  Area  only  one  person  was  so  notified. 

6.  Duties  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  (See  Appendix  I) 

The  whole  of  the  590  shops  in  the  Area  were  visited  and  information 
was  obtained  regarding  weekly  half  holidays,  closing  hours,  Sunday 
trading,  employment  of  adult  assistants,  hours  worked  by  young  persons 
(under  the  age  of  18  years),  meal  intervals  and  seats  for  females.  At  the 
same  time.  Statutory  Notices  were  checked  and  corrected.  It  has  been 
the  continual  endeavour  to  guide  and  assist  the  Traders  in  the  compli- 
cated legislation  of  the  Act.  To  ensure  that  the  various  provisions  of 
the  Act  were  being  con-ectly  carried  out,  189  return  visits  were  made. 

There  has  been  a tendency  towards  later  closing  hours  in  isolated 
trades,  particularly  on  Friday  nights  but  the  great  majority  of  the 
premises  continue  to  close  between  5-30  p.m.  and  6-00  p.m.  each  evening. 
Twenty-seven  shops  close  on  a Saturday  instead  of  the  Wednesday  half-day 
closing.  The  majority  of  these  shops  are  occupied  by  ladies’  hairdressers. 

The  appended  table  shows  that  600  premises  are  liable  for  inspection, 
and  in  334  of  them,  1,036  assistants  are  employed.  The  comparative 


figures  for  1951  and  1952  are  as  follows  : 

1950/61  1951/52 

Adult  Males  .355  323 

•Adult  Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  405  451 

Males  over  16  years  and  under  18  years  of  age  ...  50  40 

Females  over  16  years  and  under  18  years  of  age  171  166 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  29  20 

Females  under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  38  36 


The  average  hours  worked  per  week  by  young  persons  were  approxi- 
mately 43|  hours. 

There  are  54  shops  open  for  business  on  a Sunday.  Seventeen  of 
these  shops  remain  open  all  day  and  the  remainder  close  about  1.00  p.m. 

With  the  erection  of  the  new  housing  estates.  Mobile  Trading  has 
increased,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  standard  of  the  majority 
of  these  shops  remains  excellent. 

The  Cinemas  in  the  Area  continue  to  elect  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act  apply  to  all  young  persons.  All  these  Cinemas  continue  to 
open  on  Sundays. 

The  undermentioned  Orders  are  in  operation  in  the  Area  : — 

1 . The  Consett  Butchers’  anti  Pork  Butchers’  Half- Holiday  Closing  Order. 

2.  The  Consett  Weekly  Half-Holiday  in  respect  of  : — 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers,  Clothiers,  Drapers,  Milliners,  Hosiers,  Mercers, 
Purniture  Dealers,  Glass,  China  and  Hardware  Dealers,  Ironmongers, 
Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers,  .Tewellers,  Pawnbrokers,  Piano  and 
W’ireless  Dealers,  Cycle  Dealers,  Stationers,  Fancy  Goods  Dealers. 
Wallpaper  and  I’ainl  Dealers,  bending  Libraries  and  Seed  and  Corn 
•Merchants. 
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I'lic  Sliollcy  Bridge  W'eolsly  1 1 ult- H e)  id)i\  Siiypeiision  Order. 

4.  'I’he  Sliotley  Bridge  (Weekday)  Cloying  Ordei’. 

.1.  The  Shotle-v  Bridge  (Suiida\'  'IVadiiig  Kestriction  Act,  1!)36)  Cloying  Order 
No.  2. 

•).  I'jXtenyion  o(  < 'loying  Tdoury  Ini'  'r()l>ae(^onists. 


The  Autliol'ity  exercised  its  jtowers  under  Section  43  (2)  of  the  Shops 
Act  and  suspended  Closing  Hours  on  seven  days  in  the  year.  During 
the  period  of  Winter  Closing  Hours,  from  1st  January  to  3rd  March,  the 
Authority  extended  the  General  Closing  Hours  until  7-00  p.m.  on  Fridays 
and  granted  the  hairdressers  facilities  to  remain  open  until  0-30  p.m.  on 
days  other  than  the  late  days.  With  the  suspension  of  Winter  Closing 
Hours,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of  the  shops  are  contin- 
uing to  close  at  the  same  time  as  if  the  Order  was  still  in  operation. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  General 

Particular  attention  has  again  been  directed  to  the  mamtenance  of 
hygienic  conditions  in  all  those  establishments  where  food  is  manu- 
factured, prepared,  sold  and  distributed,  and  on  the  whole,  all  have  been 
well  conducted. 

Routine  regular  visits  with  special  additional  visits  where  necessary, 
were  made  in  an  attempt  not  only  to  ensure  premises  were  clean,  but  that 
the  staff  realised  the  importance  of  hygienic  methods.  At  the  Consett 
and  District  Annual  Exhibition  and  Show,  an  opportunity  was  taken  to 
demonstrate  the  organisms  capable  of  causing  food  poisonmg,  and  the 
methods  of  spread  of  infection,  the  methods  adopted  to  counteract  this 
together  with  exhibits  of  refrigerated  meat  and  fish  display  cabinets, 
ideal  shop  counters  and  models  of  a milk  pasteurisation  plant  and  water 
filtration  and  chlorinating  works. 

Many  careless  food  handlers  and  van  salesmen  however  still  fail  to 
appreciate  their  responsibilities  to  the  public  and  to  realise  that  by  their 
neglect  or  dirty  habits  they  may  be  the  cause  of  widespread  epidemics. 
Customers,  ^vhile  demanding  a high  standard,  must  also  play  their  part 
by  patronising  the  clean  retailer  and  manufacturer  and  also  assist  him  to 
maintain  his  standards. 

(b)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  were  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1952  ; — 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  ...  11 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ol 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Dealei's’  l.icence  ti)  use  the  S)iecial  designation  " Tul)erculin 

Tested  ” willi  I'egaril  to  raw  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Su|iplementary  Licences  (Tuberculin  Tested  Milk)  ...  ...  3 

(fl)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations, 
1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  yeai'  under  review  ; — 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  " Bastenris('d  30 

Dealers’  Licence  (o  use  the  special  designation  ''  Slei  iiised  7 

D('alers'  LiceiuM'  to  use  the  si>ocial  designation  • 'rnhercnlin 

'I’ested  .Milk  (Bastenri.sed)  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2(i 
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Doalors'  Supiiloiueiitniv  Licoiicc  to  use  llio  spccMiil  (ll•Mi^i;Ila^ioM 

" Pastoiirisc'cl  " ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Dealers'  ISiipplemeiitary  Iviceiice  to  use  the  sfiecial  designation 

■■ 'P.T.  (Pasteurised ) ” ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(e)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Routine  inspections  (J,624)  were  carried  out  to  all  premises  used  for 
the  manufacture,  sale  and  storage  of  food. 


The  following  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  ; 

Ice  Cream  Manufaeture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (i 

Ice  Creatn  Sale  and  Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  S4 

Pre|)aration  or  Manuractiire  of  Sausages,  Potted  or  Pressed 

Pood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3!) 

Preparation  of  I’reserved  Poods  (Pisli  and  Chip  Shops)  ...  19 

In  addition  there  are  the  following  premises  : — 

Butchering  Premises  and  Preparation  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  37 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Sliops  : Cleneral  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

firocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Green  Pruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(fonfectionerv  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2li 

Wet  PLsh  Shops 8 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels,  Public  Houses,  Inns)  ...  ...  7.7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  348 


P''or  details  of  notices  served  and  defects  remedied,  see  Appendix  G 


(f)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948 


All  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  3Tar  and  a good  standard  of  hygiene 
maintained.  Samples  of  ice  cream  ttere  taken  periodically  from  pro- 
ducers and  vendors  and  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Results  were  as  follows  : 


No.  of  tSHinples. 


G lade  I 

74 

Grade  II  ... 

14 

Grade  III  ... 

— 

Grade  IV  ... 

3 

d’otal 

91 

(g)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  slaughter  of  animals  for  hnman  consumption  is  still  being 
carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Prospect  Place, 
Consett.  This  is  a centre  for  supplying  all  butchers  in  the  Consett  Plrban 
and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts. 

Difficulty  in  inspection  work  is  experienced  particularly  during  peak 
slaughtering  months  due  to  the  number  of  animals  being  killed  in  a 
slaughterhouse  primarily  designed  for  supplying  a Co-operative  Store 
and  its  Branches.  The  premises  while  of  good  structure  are  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  and  to  reach  it,  animals  are  driven  from  Blackhill  Mart 
mile  away),  Consett  Railway  Station  (|  mile  away)  or  transported 
direct  by  motor  vehicle.  It  is  separated  from  school  premises  by  a road 
37'  0"  wide  and  from  dwellinghouses  by  an  18'  0"  street  and  from  business 
premises  by  a passage  10'  0"  wide. 


Animals  sent,  in  for  emergency  slaughter  or  suffering  from  diseases 
are  slaughtered  in  the  same  hall  as  those  forwarded  for  supplying  the 
trade  and  there  is  insufficient  hanging  space  for  properly  separating 
diseased  meat  from  sound  meat. 

846  visits  were  made  to  the  Slaughterhouse  for  both  ante  and  post 
mortem  work  and  again  100%  inspection  of  carcases  was  obtained. 

If  only  we  had  bigger  and  better  premises,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  meat  inspection,  concentration  of  slaughtering  gives  the  Local  Auth- 
ority Inspectors  the  opportunity  of  examining  carcases  and  offal  of  all 
animals  slaughtered,  thus  ensuring  for  the  public  a disease-free  meat 
supply. 

Altogether  11,842  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  this 
being  an  increase  of  1,738  over  the  previous  year. 


1 

.-\uimals 
shiughtered 
from  Collecting 
Centres. 

■Vnimals 
slaughtered 
as  Ca.sualties. 

Bulls  

15 

7 

Bullocks 

825 

26 

Cows  ...  "... 

376 

96 

Fleifers 

I,n02 

29 

Calves 

494 

76 

Sheep 

8,621 

202 

Pigs  

12 

61 

11,345 

497 

In  addition,  39  pigs  slaughtered  for  private  use  were  examined  in 
various  parts  of  the  district. 

For  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned,  see  Appendix  H. 

Home-killed  Pigs. — One  thousand  and  sixty  pigs  were  received  from 
other  Slaughtering  Centres  outside  the  Area. 

Imported  Meat. — Quantities  of  imported  Lamb,  Mutton,  Beef,  P(5rk 
and  Veal  were  also  distributed  to  the  trade  in  addition  to  the  home-killed 
meat. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  of  frozen  beef  was  found  on 
examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  destroyed  : — 


525 

tins  Fruit 

13  jars  Beetroot 

465 

>> 

Tomatoes 

8 Sandwich  S|)i'('ad 

462 

5 > 

Meat 

7 Fruit 

298 

) f 

Milk 

5 Meat  Paste 

297 

) * 

Vegetables 

3 ,.  Honey 

78 

if 

Fish 

1 jar  Ginger 

15 

Soup 

1 ,,  Numol 

12 

9 9 

Jam 

1 5 bottles  Sauce 

11 

Instant  Sunchoc' 

2 bottles  Lemon  Scjuash 

9 

9 9 

Syrup 

29  pkts.  Cake  F'lour  Mixture 

7 

9 9 

Chicken 

1 9 pkts.  Semolina 

6 

ii 

Spaghetti 

4 pkts.  Cheese 

6 

99 

Rabbit 

1 pkt.  Macaroni 

6 

Strained  Foods 

1 pkt.  V’ermicelli 

5 

Jellied  Veal 

1 1 cartons  Milk  Whi])piug  Com 

3 

99 

Jellied  Pork 

pound 

24 


'2  SiiusHgt's 
2 XoHca.l'o 
2 ,,  Tomato  <)  II  i(!(' 

I tin  (irouiul  Almonds 

1 ,,  l-teef  Steak  Pudding 

I ,,  Morfat  Whijiping 

t ,,  Kabbit  and  Chicken 

Casserole 

24  jars  dam 

If)  Kruitduice 

14  ..  Pickles 


;■)  Imported  ('hiekons  (14  lbs.) 
2 Importi'd  Ducks  (l(>i  llis.) 
4^  cwts.  Potatoes 
2 I ()  Faggots 

804  lbs.  5^  ozs.  Cooked  Ham 
14.5  lbs.  Kipjiers 
1 ,558  ll)s.  Prunes 
103  lbs.  Sausages 
100  lbs.  Split  Peas 
I 3 lbs.  Cooked  Beef 
10  lbs.  Veal  anrl  Ham  Boll 


Circular  2886. — Food  found  to  be  unlit  for  .sale  and  returned  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  in  accordance  with  this  Circular  : 

1464  lbs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Sugar 

47|  lbs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Bacon 

Of  lbs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Butter 


(h)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

There  were  38  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


(i)  Market  Square 

The  Open  Market  is  still  being  extensively  used,  particularly  on  a 
Saturday  when  some  forty  to  fifty  stalls  occupy  the  area  allotted  to  them. 
There  are  Confectionery,  Grocery,  Greengrocery,  Ice  Cream  and  Wet 
Fish  stalls,  and  two  stalls  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


^ There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  1951  (522  as  against  874). 

For  analysis  of  notified  and  conhrmed  cases  (d'  notifiable  fliseases 
see  Appendix  B. 

Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  year  1952. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  fluring  the  year  : 


Disease. 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Notified. 

4’otal 
Numbei' 
of  Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 

.A.dmitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 
Deaths.  ' 

Wcarlet  Fever  ... 

(il 

01 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

14.3 

143 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

381 

281 

o 

I 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

1 

1 7* 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 



— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

23 

21 

7 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  . . . 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

4 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  encephalitis 

3 

1 

— . 

— 

(infective) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

.727 

522 

23 

It) 

*10  Not  Notified. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  increased  from  24  in  1951  to 
61  this  year.  It  must  be  realised,  hov'ever  that  the  same  organism 
(Haemolytic  Streptococci),  in  addition  to  causing  Scarlet  Fever,  can 
produce  Tonsilitis,  Catarrhal  Infections,  Septic  Sores  and  Erysipelas, 
and  can  also  be  carried  in  the  throats  of  resistant  carriers.  Of  the  latter 
infections,  only  Erysipelas  is  notifiable  and  therefore  the  rest  constitute 
an  unassessed  reservoir  of  infection.  The  futility  of  notifying  one  disease 
and  not  all  others  must  of  course  be  obvious. 

General  Practitioners  were  encouraged  to  request  admission  to 
hospital  for  ojily  those  cases  where  gross  adverse  environmental  circum- 
stances or  additional  eojnplications  made  this  stej)  necessaiy.  The 
disease  was  mild  in  type  with  no  deaths,  the  average  period  of  hospital- 
isation being  four  weeks. 

Whooping  Gough. — One  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  occurred 
during  the  year,  one  being  admitted  to  hospital.  \Miile  no  deaths  were 
recorded  it  still  remains  a dangerous  disease,  infants  being  particularly 
vulnerable  to  the  complaint ; deaths  when  they  do  occur  being  concen- 
trated in  the  first  twelve  months  of  life,  occurring  more  commonly  during 
the  winter  months.  The  investigations  under  the  auspices  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  to  test  the  value  of  whooping  cough  vaccines  in  })rogress 
since  1942,  still  continue.  The  County  Council  has  received  Ministry 
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approval  foi’  tlio  sotting  iij)  of  \\'lioo])ing  flougli  I’ropliylactio  Scliemos 
under  Section  2(>  of  tlie  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  will  no 

doubt  set  these  in  action  once  a vaccine  c^an  he  lecommended  without 
reservation. 

In  the  meantime,  of  course,  treatment  of  the  disease  by  antibiotics 
has  iinproved  and  if  given  early  in  the  illness  reduces  the  number  and 
severity  of  the  paroxysms. 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year,  one  confirmed  case  was  notified  and 
admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

We  can  be  justly  proud  of  our  achievement  in  reducing  the  incidence 
and  the  mortality  of  this  disease  in  the  Area  but  the  fact  that  the  organism 
capable  of  causing  sudden  and  widespread  epidemics  still  lurks  in  our 
midst  reminds  us  of  the  devastation  which  this  disease  could  again  cause 
should  we  neglect  to  maintain  our  defence — in  1937  there  were  180  cases 
notified  and  15  deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  the  district. 

With  fewer  opportunities  of  picking  up  sub-infective  doses  of  the 
organism  which  would  otherwise  keep  up  the  level  of  active  immunity 
we  now  rely  almost  entirely  on  artificial  immunisation  and  to  be  fully 
effective  70%  of  the  child  population  must  be  immunised  and  as  soon  as 
possible.  TWs  becomes  all  the  more  important  when  we  realise  that 
whereas  vaccination  against  smallpox  can  be  used  as  an  emergency 
measure,  immunity  against  Diphtheria  produced  by  inoculation  takes 
several  weeks  to  develop. 

In  the  Consett  Urban  District,  39%  of  children  under  five  years  and 
61%  between  five  and  fifteen  years  have  at  some  time  been  immunised, 
but  if  we  consider  those  not  immunised  within  the  last  four  years  as 
havmg  no  existing  immunity  the  percentage  of  children  immune 
under  the  age  of  five  years  is  30%  and  the  percentage  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  is  14.6%. 

[Since  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  preparation  of  this  report  a large 
School  Immunisation  Scheme  has  increased  the  percentage  of  those 
immunised  to  over  90%.] 

As  present  immunisation  methods  greatly  reduce  the  possibility 
of  the  disease  being  acquired  and  practically  abolish  the  chance  of 
infection  terminating  fatally,  it  is  therefore  the  duty  of  every  parent  to 
ensure  that  their  children  are  immunised  when  eight  months  old  and 
preferably  again  before  starting  school  and  again  at  ten  years  of  age. 

Pamphlets  recommending  immunisation  are  sent  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  to  all  parents  when  their  children  are  eight  months 
old  and  again  on  their  first  and  fourth  birthdays. 
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V’JI  IW  IU40  194'  1943  <043  I94(.  I9«y  <:’48«''49  i»jro  <951  Wi  '93S  <W  iv40  <S>4<  isl«  194S  1944  mjs  ,944,  ,^3  iqjo  l5)Sf  lyjj. 


Diphtheria  iiotiticatioii  and 
since  1937  are  as  follows  : 

Year. 

ut:{7  

li)3S  

193‘t  

1940  

1941  

1 943  

1 943  

1944  

1 94;')  

1 94(1  

1947  

1948  

1949  

I9o0  

19.51  

1953  


mortality  rates  (per  I, (*00  population) 


Xol  ilicHt  ion  Kato. 

4.8 
4.1 

1.9 
0.2 
0.4 
0.4 
0.8 
0.9 
0.3 
0.3 
0.03 
0.05 
0.03 


0.03 


Mortality  Kato 
tt.4 
0.3 
0.3 
0.08 
0.02 
0.t)5 
0.05 


Poliomyelitis. — Two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  one  of  these  came  from  outside  the  Area,  the  diagnosis  being  con- 
firmed in  hospital  in  this  Area.  The  case  occurring  in  this  district  was  a 
male  aged  34  years  and  had  had  no  recent  inoculations  or  throat  operations. 

Measles. — Two  hundred  and  eighty-one  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
in  the  district  compared  with  740  cases  in  1951,  the  majority  occumng 
during  the  months  of  July,  August,  November  and  December.  There 
was  one  death. 


Dysentery. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Dysentery 
throughout  the  district  (21  cases  in  1952  ; 5 in  1951),  most  of  the  cases 
occurrmg  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Most  of  these  appeared  to  be 
family  outbreaks  with  no  obvious  connections. 

Smallpox. — Between  1837-40,  there  were  in  England  and  Wales, 
some  41,000  deaths  from  Smallpox.  However  with  the  introduction 
of  free  vaccination  in  1840  (made  compulsory  in  1853),  with  the  exception 
of  an  epidemic  in  1870  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  declined 
steadily  so  that  we  are  now  relatively  free  from  it.  Nevertheless,  in 
recent  years  several  outbreaks  have  occurred  in  Britam,  all  started  by 
infected  people  entering  the  Country  from  abroad.  Fortunately,  in  each 
case  it  was  kept  under  control  and  widespread  epidemics  avoided. 

We  must  however  be  constantly  on  the  guard  against  the  disease 
for  with  the  great  increase  in  air  travel,  the  possibility  of  its  introduction 
from  abroad  has  also  increased.  This  fact,  together  with  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  diagnosing  a modified  attack,  makes  it  unlikely  that  Smallpox 
will  cease  to  be  a very  rare  cause  of  death. 

The  value  of  vaccination  in  preventing  deaths  from  Smallpox  has 
long  been  well  established,  yet  the  practice  of  vaccination  commenced 
to  decline  in  1898  with  a further  decline  since  it  became  entirely  optional 
at  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  In  1903,  75%  of 
infants  in  England  and  Wales  were  vaccinated  ; in  1936  it  had  dropped 
to  39%  while  in  1949,  the  acceptance  rate  for  primary  vaccination  in 
those  under  one  year  was  28%.  In  Consett  Urban  District,  percentages 
for  1949,  1950,  1951  and  1952  are  0.83%,  6.8%,  11.0%  and  14.6% 
respectively. 
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This  low  iicceptance  rate  altliougli  increasing  slightly,  can  only  be 
regarded  with  grave  concern  since  the  infection  introduced  into  the 
Country  may  be  carried  just  as  easily  to  Consett  as  to  any  other  part  of 
the  Country. 

A pamphlet  regarding  vaccination  is  sent  from  the  County  Health 
Department  to  parents  when  their  children  attain  the  age  of  three  months 
and  the  health  visiting  staff  are  provided  with  details  of  children  vaccin- 
ated in  order  that  they  can  visit  those  not  protected. 

While  mass  vaccination  during  an  epidemic  may  become  necessary, 
if  possible  it  should  be  unnecessary  and  must  be  regarded  as  a “ last 
ditch  ” measure,  for  the  most  complete  reaction  to  vaccination  in  a person 
not  previously  vaccinated,  even  if  performed  immediately  on  exposure, 
does  not  always  protect  from  the  most  severe  forms  of  Smallpox.  How- 
ever, those  kept  protected  by  re- vaccination  so  that  their  immunity  to 
vaccinia  is  never  allowed  to  fall  are  apparently  safe  from  any  dose  of  the 
causal  organism. 
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1.  Statistics 
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Age  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  as  follows  ; 
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I.  The  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1952,  which  came  into  operation  on 
Ist  May  of  that  year,  revoking  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930,  no 
longer  require  a statutory  register  of  Tuberculosis  patients  to  be  main- 
tained by  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  or  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
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and  there  is  now  no  statutory  requirement  toi-  hospital  authorities  to 
inform  Medical  Officers  of  Health  when  cases  are  admitted  or  discharged 
from  Sanatoria.  Nevertheless,  in  a circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
they  urge  that  this  register  of  notifications  should  be  kept  and  also  that 
hospital  authorities  ensure  the  information  of  a Tuberculosis  patient 
entering  or  leaving  a hospital  or  sanatorium  continues  to  be  sent  by  the 
institution  concerned  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  to 
which  the  patient  belongs. 

In  an  attempt  to  streamline  the  service,  to  make  it  fit  into  the  general 
pattern,  I think  we  should  be  absolutely  certain  that  important  principles 
are  not  sacrificed.  Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  and  therefore 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  be  kept  briefed  of  the  movements 
of  the  potentially  infectious  ; the  disease  may  produce  severe  family 
and  social  disruptions  and  aftercare  may  be  a problem,  and  it  is  here 
surely  that  local  administration  and  co-ordination  is  vital. 

II.  Notification  of  Tuberculosis 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  complete  eradication  of  Tuberculosis  is  a much 
nearer  possibility.  The  general  public  are  much  more  conscious  of  early 
diagnosis  and  much  more  ready  to  take  advantage  of  X-ray  facilities 
and  seek  medical  advice. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Consett  from  lUth  to  21st 
March  and  30th  September  to  10th  October,  with  the  following  results  : 


Number  X-rayed  (a)  Miniature  films  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,311 

(b)  Large  films  (no  miniature)...  ...  ...  4 

Number  recalled  for  large  films  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis — newly  discovered — active  ill 


III.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Ten  deaths  were  notified  during  the  year,  this  being  one  less  than 
1951.  The  graph  taken  over  the  last  fifteen  to  twenty  years  shows  the 
general  trend  of  the  deathrate  to  be  of  rapid  decline. 

New  drugs  are  probably  largely  responsible  but  many  other  features 
such  as  early  diagnosis,  higher  standard  of  living  and  feeding,  increased 
hospital  accommodation  and  better  housing  conditions  have  all  contri- 
buted. As  the  deathrates  fall,  the  need  for  Out-patients’  Clinics  increases. 
More  patients  require  out-patient  treatment,  careful  supervision,  rehabili- 
tation and  aftercare,  while  chemotherapy  appears  to  be  increasing  the 
demand  for  thoracic  surgery. 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY  RATES  1937-1952  Durham  county  -- 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 
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YEAR 


IV,  Tuberculosis  Services  for  the  Area 

(i)  The  Chest  Clinic,  situated  at  Consett,  although  pnjviding  a service 
which  covers  all  diseases  of  the  chest  (excluding  heart  disease),  is  primarily 
concerned  with,  at  the  present  time,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  patients 
and  contacts.  Patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  in  the  main  are 
now  sent  to  hospitals  in  the  district  instead  of  having  to  travel  considerable 
distances. 

A scheme  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts  was  worked  out  and 
commenced  operation  in  December,  sessions  being  held  periodically  at 
Consett  School  Clinic.  Here  eligible  contacts  have  j^reliminary  skin  tests 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chest  Physician. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  agree  to  the  expansion  of  the  scheme 
to  cover  eligible  school  leavers. 

(ii)  During  the  year  34  cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  this  area  were 
admitted  to  Sanatoria. 

A ward  of  19  beds  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  was  made 
available  in  Dryburn  Hospital  in  July,  1952,  while  the  Tuberculosis  Unit 
established  in  Maiden  Law  Hospital  was  gradually  enlarged  until  in 
October  there  were  60  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  under  treatment. 

Waiting  periods  for  admission  have  been  considerably  reduced  and 
suitable  cases  from  our  own  area  are  admitted  to  hospitals  on  the  doorstep 
of  their  home — an  important  factor  when  one  considers  that  in-patient 
treatment  may  be  for  long  periods. 

(iii)  There  were  546  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  one  receiving  special  rehabilitation. 

(iv)  The  voluntary  after-care  committee  for  North-West  Durham 
has  ceased  to  exist  and  after-care  responsibilities  now  rest  entirely  with 
the  Durham  County  Council.  All  the  day-to-day  administration  is 
carried  out  centrally  and  nursing  requisites,  etc.,  are  stored  at  Durham. 

(v)  The  ad  hoc  Tuberculosis  Liaison  Committee,  attended  by 
representatives  of  North-West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
Chest  Physicians,  Radiologist  and  your  own  Medical  Officer,  continued 
to  meet  regularly  during  the  year.  These  meetings  proved  to  be  of  ex- 
treme value. 

(vi)  A percentage  of  all  new  Council  houses  is  allocated  to  potentially 
infectious  Tuberculosis  cases  who  are  overcrowded. 
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RELEVANT  NEW  LEGISLATION,  1952 


The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952 
Came  into  operation  1st  May,  1952 

These  Regulations  revoke  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regula- 
tions, 1930,  and  make  similar  provision  for  the  notification  of  tuberculosis 
modified  to  accord  mth  the  structure  and  administration  of  the  services 
now  being  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amendment  Regulations,  1952 
Came  into  operation  5th  May,  1952 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  to  1951 
prescribed  certain  requirements  to  be  observed  in  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  in  particular 
require  the  mixture  to  be  subjected  to  one  of  two  methods  of  heat  treat- 
ment. These  regulations  provide  for  a third  method  of  heat  treatment 
as  an  alternative  to  the  two  existing  methods. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  (Amendment)  Order,  1952 
Came  into  operation  7th  July,  1952 

This  Order,  which  amends  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order, 
1951,  reduces  from  7th  July,  1952,  the  minimum  quantity  of  fat  and 
milk  solids  other  than  fat  required  to  be  contained  in  ice-cream. 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952 
Came  into  operation  1st  October,  1952 

These  Regulations  provide  in  conformity  with  the  International 
Sanitary  Regulations  (Cmd.  8394  (Misc.  No.  6)  (1951)),  adopted  by  the 
Fourth  World  Health  Assembly  on  25th  May,  1951,  for  sanitary  control 
of  aircraft  arriving  or  leaving  aerodromes  or  other  places  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  Regulations  supersede  the  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regula- 
tions, 1950. 

The  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952 
Came  into  operation  1st  October,  1952 

These  Regulations  provide  in  conformity  with  the  International 
Sanitary  Regulations  (Cmd.  8394  (Misc.  No.  6)  (1951)),  adopted  by  the 
Fourth  World  Health  Assembly  on  25th  May,  1951,  for  sanitary  control 
of  ships  arriving  at  or  leaving  ports  in  England  or  Wales.  The  Regula- 
tions supersede  the  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  to  1945. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1952 
Came  into  operation  31st  August,  1952 

These  Regulations  amend  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  as  amended,  so  as  to  extend  to  horses,  asses  and  mules  the  applica- 
tion of  Part  II  thereof  which  relates  to  slaughter-houses  and  the  slaughter 
of  cattle,  swine,  sheep  and  goats  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and 
requires,  inter  alia,  prior  notice  of  slaughter  to  be  given  to  the  local 
authority. 

The  Transfer  of  Function  (Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers’  Yards)  Order 
1952 

Coming  into  operation  1st  January,  1953 

This  Order  in  Council  transfers  to  the  Minister  of  Food  certain 
statutory  powers  and  duties  relating  to  slaughter-houses  and  knackers’ 
yards  or  otherwise  relating  to  the  slaughter  of  animals. 


.35 


APPENDIX 


1 

O ? 

-t 

*>o 

-t 

’-t 

CO 

Ol 

Ol 

2J. 

-t 

CO 

05 

05 

Ol 

X 

1 Tuber 
cuiosis 

1 

5^ 

1 

1 

Pul.  j 

a: 

f>\ 

co 

35 

25 

CO 

0 1 

r- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-t 

CO 

•o 

40 

79 

Ol 

CO 

05 

CO 

■c 

<v 

s 

o 

1 

Bowel 

mplaints 

Sitiuosioj 

poo^ 

1 

' 

' 

1 

' 

' 

' 

1 

i 

1 

Ol 

1 

1 

1 

01  jama 

1 

-- 

CO 

47 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

OQ 

00 

g6 

0) 

cC 

Q 

CO 

;3 

o 

a 

Xja^uosXQf 

cc 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

uO 

1 

CO 

lO 

Ol 

Polio- 

myeli- 

tis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ol 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

OI 

1 

Ol 

o 

c 

k-H 

1 

1 

Diph- 

theria 

180 

1.54 

CO 

1-^ 

X 

X 

05 

Ol 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-t 

- 

Ol 

- 

1 

1 

- 

tiD 

0 

® 

0) 

03 

c6 

o 

Whoopin 

Cough 

i 

1 

-t 

co 

196 

120 

75 

Ol 

I'' 

lO 

- 

X 

o: 

Ol 

104 

05 

212 

IC 

X 

143 

No.  of 

1 

Scarlet 
F ever 

147 

169 

54 

X 

Ol 

47 

83 

62 

lO 

48 

64 

111 

52 

05 

1C 

Tf 

Ol 

•o> 

Measles 

' 

CO 

CO 

Ol^ 

376 

05 

o: 

Ol 

291 

CO 

o 

117 

X 

Ol 

LO 

X 

CO 

522 

142 

IC 

740 

281 

Neo- 

Natal 

Death 

Rate 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

24.01 

23.39 

25.79 

15.45 

Neo- 

Natal 

Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IC 

- 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

70.9 

53.7 

CO 

ol 

59.1 

66.9 

05 

46.5 

43.0 

1 

48.9 

lO 

CO 

i 35.8 

1 

CO 

RO 

RO 

05 

c 

43.8 

CO 

1 

i 26.2 

uf'aii- 

tile 

saths 

48 

CO 

fC 

»o 

40 

42 

X 

Ol 

OI 

CO 

CO 

CO 

X 

Ol 

-t 

oi 

CO 

CO 

Ol 

Q 

-C  ® 

a: 

X 

oi 

OJ 

>o 

C 

X 

CO 

- 

- 

Ol 

Tt* 

X 

co 

b ce 
cqP5 

CO 

X 

GO 

X 

t-* 

Ol 

05 

^1 

Ol 

X 

X* 

t^* 

- 

- 

Live 

Births 

677 

670 

705 

676 

639 

671 

602 

732 

694 

751 

1 

OKI 

LV.L 

X 

X 

ic 

Death 

Rate 

CO 

o 

05 

Ol 

CO 

Ol 

Ol 

05 

CO 



05 

oi 

oi 

oi 

oi 

oi 

= 

oi 

% 

448 

435 

453 

469 

409 

433 

432 

434 

‘O 

CO 

415 

417 

•CO 

Ol 

X 

-t 

»c 

CO 

-t 

t'- 

Ol 

-+ 

Q 

^.2 

o 

00 

o 

cc 

OJ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O) 

O 

(N 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

O 

o 

o"i 

X 

X 

CO 

Ol 

X 

Plh  & 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO* 

CO 

‘C 

CO 

CO 

lo 

CO 

:0 

CO 

X 

X 

X* 

5 

<D 

>- 

; 19.37... 

i 1938... 

19.39... 

1 

1940... 

j 

O: 

1942... 

CO 

05 

j 1944... 

1945... 

1946... 

1947... 

x 

5 

iC 

- 

Ol 

»c 

36 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  AND  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
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APPENDIX  D. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


'Pype  of  Property. 

1 .ocal 
■Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

.\gri- 
cult  iiral 

.Vll  other 
(including 
Business  <fe 
Industrial) 

Totu  1 

I.  Xo.  of'  Properties  in 
Local  Authority’s 
District 

:u 

l(»,S49 

69 

1 ,425 

12,377 

II.  No.  of  Properties 
inspected  by  the 
Local  .\uthority 

during  1952,  as  a 
result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

12  ■ 

134 

19 

40 

205 

(b)  Otherwise 

97 

168 

77 

170 

512 

III.  No.  of  Properties 
(under  II)  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 

33 

1 18 

30 

43 

224 

IV.  No.  of  Properties 
(under  II)  found  to 
be  infested  by  mice 

4 

30 

_ 

19 

53 

y.  No.  of  infested  Pro- 
perties (under  III 
and  IV)  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

37 

148 

30 

62 

277 

\'I.  No.  of  informal  not- 
ices served  mider 
Section  4 : — 

( 1 ) Treatment  . . . 

(2)  Structural 
Works  (i.e.. 
Proofing)  . . . 

— 

3 

1 

7 

1 1 

VII.  No.  of  visits  made 
by  Local  Authority 
during  treatment 
and  inspection  of 
Properties  ... 

179 

792 

160 

429 

1,560 

APPENDIX  E. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS 


Date  ol' 

Sewer  Campaign 

No.  ot 

Manholes  ll■('ated 

Showing  signs 
of  infestation 

N o i 

iid'estation 

March,  195l’ 

233 

90 

143 

September.  Il)5i; 

242 

77 

1 Oo 

Test-baiting, 

September,  1 9o2 

I4K 

30 

1 IK 

Sewage  Works  and  Buildings  treated 
in  conjunction  with  Sewer  Campaign 

Showing  signs 

1 

of  infestation 

1 

March,  1952 

Pont  ... 

Knitsley 

Minor 

Crookhall 

Ebchester 

Minor 

Hamsterley  Pump 

House 

Minoi' 

September,  1952 

Pont  ... 

Knitsle\' 

Minor 

Crookhall 

Ebchester 

Minor 

Hamsterley  Pump  House 

Minor 

APPENDIX  F. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 /4  and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authority 

26 

43 



Nil 

( 2)  Factories  not  included  in  ( 1 ) 

to  which  Section  7 applies 

99 

295 

6 

Nil 

Total  ... 

125 

^ 

338 

6 

Nil 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Prosecutions 

t: 

O 

Pm 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector  j 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

») 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Offences 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

4 

Nil 

0 

Nil 
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Grocery  & General  Dealers  . . . 

Green  Fruit  ... 

Confectionery 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  . . . j 

1 

Butchers 

j Fried  and  Wet  Fish  ... 

■ Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

1 

1 Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
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*S — Notices  Served.  No.  of  Defects  Found  ...  ...  172 

A — Notices  Abated.  No.  of  Defects  Remedied  ...  ...  IbO 


APPENDIX  H. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  Inspected 

1.904 

472 

570 

8,823 

73 

Ai.l  Disbasks  Exckpt 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

9 

19 

IS 

43 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  Condemned  ... 

443 

107 

5 

96 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

23.73 

26.69 

4.03 

1.57 

6.85 

Tuberculosis  Only 

AVhole  Carcases  Condemned 

9 

22 

2 



1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

213 

150 

1 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

11.06 

36.44 

0.52 

— 

6.85  ! 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  RAINFALL,  ETC.,  1952 


Month 

Kainf'all  in  ins. 

No.  of  days 
rain  fell. 

Heaviest  Daily 
Fall. 

West- 

wood. 

Crook - 
hall. 

West  - 
wood. 

Crook- 

hall. 

Ins. 

Date. 

.lainian’ 

2.H3 

2.08 

19 

20 

.45 

30th 

Kebr\iar>- 

.47 

.42 

9 

10 

.18 

1 6th 

March  ... 

1..38 

1.2.5 

16 

15 

.36 

4th 

.A.pril 

1.47 

1.32 

10 

12 

.79 

21st 

Ma.\- 

l.«l 

1..53 

7 

8 

.77 

31  St 

.June 

I.5S 

1.31 

1 I 

12 

.91 

21st 

July 

.9.5 

.70 

15 

11 

.26 

1st 

August  ... 

2.14 

1.73 

14 

13 

.74 

9th 

SeiDtember 

3.66 

2.97 

24 

20 

.64 

28th 

October 

3.71 

2.18 

20 

20 

.87 

1st 

November 

3.44 

2.34 

18 

19 

.73 

20th 

December 

3.44 

00 

21 

20 

.96 

27th 

26.68 

20.01 

184 

180 

-Average  over  past 

20  years 

30.24 

— 

170 

The  wettest  days  during  the  year  were  December  27th  with  .96  ins., 
June  21st  with  .91  ins.  and  October  1st  with  .87  ins.  of  rainfall. 


The  total  hours  of  sunshine  as  recorded  by  the  Forestry  Commission, 
Chopwell  Woods,  Rowlands  Gill,  for  1962  was  1,313.9  hours  as  against 
1,310  hours  during  1951. 
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